
 

The Beacon Hill campsite is open! 
The campsite is open from 19th April with priority given to 
groups with minimal outdoor space of their own.  

Bookings must be made using the new OSM booking system and 
until at least 21st June, when hopefully all restrictions will be lifted, 
groups are asked to book Covid Arrival and Departure slots for 
evening sessions. These are 15-minute intervals to ensure the car 
park and meeting points are not overwhelmed and social distancing 
can be maintained. Gummy’s and other facilities will not currently 
be bookable, but areas such as the campfire circle may be used. As 
stated in TSA guidance, there are no limits on group sizes although 
the number of adults should be kept to a minimum and groups 
must stay at least 25m apart. 

Groups must have a district approved Covid risk assessment and all 
adults need to be briefed on the Beacon Hill Covid RA, which is available on the district website and 
will be attached to your booking confirmation, along with other relevant information. Please note, all 
bookings are provisional until confirmed by a member of the campsite management team. Also, there 
are currently limited toilet facilities on site. 

The team are also working on some exciting projects to bring tomahawk throwing and a gaga ball pit 
to the campsite, alongside the indoor Cave facility. Watch out for further news on these over the next 
month or two on the Horsham Scouts Volunteers facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
872216433625569/?ref=share. 
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Whose 
knees are 

these? 
Hello  Scouting Volunteers!  Here is the Spring edition of our newsletter - Covid 
restrictions are finally lifting, the temperature is creeping up slowly, the sun is 
shining and we’re beginning to see face to face scouting take place once more.  In 
spite of all the challenges the pandemic has presented us with, the annual census 
numbers told a positive story, while at the time of census the 2021 district 
numbers stated 1190 young people this was 141 less than 2020, however we 
have already increased our number to almost 1300!  This a wonderful example of 
the energy and commitment that exists within Horsham District - a heartfelt 
thank you to one and all for all your efforts and contributions.   

In this newsletter we have a further update on the campsite, details of upcoming 
activities and further information about some of the unseen activates within the 
district.          

Spring Newsletter 2021
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What’s been 
happening? 

Beacon Hill Service Crew 
The campsite service crew has been on site over the easter holidays,  
tidying and preparing the campsite for the groups to use. Special 
thanks to all of those who got involved for their assistance over the 
last few weeks, particularly 1st Southwater Sea Scouts and Orion 
explorers. 

Since no-one has been on site for over a year, regular maintenance is 
going to be essential. Please invite your explorers and adult volunteers 
to join the Beacon Hill Campsite Service Crew facebook group, 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/267697797485309/, 

if they would like to get involved. You are also 
welcome to bring up to 6 adults to work on your 
own site if you would like to, please book on 
OSM for this. 

We would also like to build a team of wardens 
who would like to volunteer on a slightly more 
regular basis. Induction training will be given to 
support the role. Have a look at our volunteering 

booklet, https://www.horshamscouts.com/wp-content/uploads/Beacon-Hill-Volunteering-
Booklet-1.pdf, to see a little more about what’s involved and also other roles that may be 
of interest.  If you have any questions, please get in touch. 

Two Rings 2020/21! 
After a year of delivering virtual Scouting, that has seen some great virtual activities, 
we can at long last start to return to face to face Scouting!  Now, as we move towards 
a summer, potentially free of restrictions, it is time to bring the outdoor experience right back to the 
fore - we’ve all spent more than enough time indoors over the last year!   

To that end we are working on delivering the Two Rings event for Scouts and Explorers as soon as 
we can once restrictions are fully lifted - we have a provisional date of Sunday 27th June (subject to 
change) with a new format but just as much challenge and fun as before.  Please add the date to your 
diaries. 

Make no mistake - although there are still some restrictions in place this is a significant step forward 
for all of us.   Good luck to you all as we move to meet the challenges presented by the next stages of 
coming out of lockdown! 
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And, there’s more! 

Huge success with Camp@Home March 
2021 

Lots of fun was had throughout the weekend camp run by our 
District Youth Commissioner Ross and his Team of Deputies.  A 
fantastic 170+ took part and lots of thanks have been received to 
share with the awesome DYC team.  Badges for those who took part will be 
distributed to each Group to pass on during the next few weeks. 

Over 50 Activities were available for young people and their families to undertake 
and a montage of some of the photos now makes up the backdrop to our website.  
Well done to everyone who entered the Peat Free Plants Colouring Competition 

whilst finding out more about the sustainability of Peat Free planting.  Ellen and her team at 
Prenplants chose the entry from Marissa Panchal of 3rd Horsham as the prize winner of seeds 
and a planting kit.   

Scout Archivist, What’s the story?  
My name is Thomas Russell, and I am the district 
archivist for Horsham Scouts. My role was sort of a 
subject I fell into by accident. I had always been into 
history and scouting was one area of history I took a 
particular interest in the Horsham Scouting Scene. 
Horsham has a proud story which should be 
celebrated particularly its earliest origins. 
Surprisingly a number of books have been published 
on the history of various groups within the district. 
These include: 1st Horsham, 2nd Horsham and 1st 
Broadbridge Heath which are a fascinating read for 
anyone.

I am responsible for the preservation and digitising 
the archive we hold. It has taken four years to 
complete this vast project. But I am also in charge of 
discovering new material to bring into the archive. 
This could be pictures from the past, newspaper 
cuttings, evidence of old troops and facts about the 
current group’s stories. Our archive documents date 
back to 1910 with the first meeting of the District 
Committee, which sheds a lot of light on the earliest 
leaders and people involved in this experimental 
medium of boy scouts. 1st Horsham dates back to 
September 1908 and was formally registered within 
the Boy Scouts Gazette in 1910. There is a lack of 
documentation from 1908-1926, but after that point 
lots of documentation has been retained.

In 1927 the first district census was submitted, and 
we still have the original form showing the groups in 
existence and the population of district at that time. 
From 1927 onwards we have a clear view of how the 
district expanded and how numbers rose. During the 
1980s Horsham was one of the largest districts 
within the county of West Sussex with over 20 
groups in operation. The British Newspaper Archive 
has played a huge role in the earliest stories too with 
events being written about in the West Sussex 
County Times from 1910 onwards. These events we 
didn't know about previously and it has been very 
exciting to discover the antics of the earliest period. 
A recent discovery had led to three images all from 
1912 of a 1st Roffey camp, thanks to the local 
photographer and collector John Canon. These 
examples are some of the earliest snapshots we have.

Most of the archive is now in the archive of the 
Horsham Museum and is being catalogued for 
future study. It’s well worth a look. I am now at 
university and am a cub leader with 1st 
Cheltenham which is one of the oldest groups in 
the country. So, more research coming my way. 
To find out more see https://
www.facebook.com/horshamscouts110 and do 
contact  me if you have anything to add to our 
records.  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And more! 

Claire Reed ADC Beavers  
"Who’d have thought that we could successfully pull off a year behind a camera delivering 
scouting to hundreds of young people? I didn’t but the amazing leaders and families within 
the Horsham family of scouts smashed it! Colonies retaining on average 80% of their 
Beavers each week has been remarkable and i am extremely proud to have been part of one 
of those groups so well done everyone.  We should be planning our annual Colony Capers 
event by now but i think we can assume this will not be going ahead this year in a physical 
sense but i am currently working on an idea to see if we can make this a virtual event so keep your eyes peeled 
for updates on this! Scouting over the last year has been thrown a curve ball but I feel it has reignited us as 
individuals, taught us new skills and given us confidence in areas we didn’t know we had and I am excited to 
see how we move forward to keep delivering events and opportunities for our young people”  

New Appointments Panel Member opportunities – 
do you know someone who may be able to help?
  
Stephen writes, all adult volunteers 
taking up a new post are required to 
meet the appointments panel. This 
includes: 

• Explorers who have just 
turned 18 and now want to 
help out as leaders 

• Parents of our young people who have seen 
how much fun we all have and want to join in 

• Existing leaders who change role or Group 

The job of the appointments panel is to make sure 
that the adult volunteers are in tune with the ethos 
of Scouts and know "what they are letting 
themselves in for"! We talk to each of the volunteers 
to tell them about the training that is available (and 
required), about the support network and about the 
responsibilities. The style and content of the 
conversation varies depending on the level of 
Scouting experience of the volunteer and the role 

being taken on, but most chats will include a 
discussion on safe-guarding, safety and training. We 
also ensure that the volunteers are put in contact 
with their local training advisor. 

At the moment all meetings are on Zoom - in the 
future we expect to use a mixture of Zoom and face 
to face. We tend to meet once or twice a month but 
not all panel members are needed for every meeting. 

The panel is always looking for new members - of 
all ages - to help with the process. No experience 
required and training will be given. The key skills 
are listening and asking questions, some experience 
of Scouting can be helpful but is not essential. So if 
you, or anyone you know, likes to 
meet new people, is a good listener 
and can spare an evening once every 
few months or so then please contact 
Helen:  apptsec@horshamscouts.com 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Need a clue to identify those knees?  …. Let’s just say, they belong to someone in Roffey …  



 

25 Years 
Jenny Scofield – District  
Janet Cullen – SSU 

15 Years 
Dave McKinnon – Orion ESU 
Jennifer Smith – SSU  
Marguerite Shaw – Scout 
Support Unit 
Peter Frankl – Roffey  
Lynn Peckham-Hunt – Roffey 
John Burrell – Slinfold 

10 years 
James Richardson – Roffey 
Deborah Boyd – Shipley 
Debra Cannons – Shipley 
Peter Sutton – Shipley  
Sue Apps – Slinfold 
Cheryl Moyse – St Leonards 
Forest 
Alice Bray – Orion ESU  
Jo Grover – ADC Cubs/12th 
Horsham 
Joanne Jennings – Slinfold 
Neil Phillips – District  
James Richardson – Roffey  
Deborah Boyd – Shipley 
Debra Cannons – Shipley 
Peter Sutton – Shipley 
Sue Apps – Slinfold 
Cheryl Moyse – SLF 
Alice Bray – Orion ESU 
Jo Grover – ADC Cubs/12th 
Horsham 
Andrew Harker – 2nd Southwater 
Angela Smith – SSU 
hris Bush – Rudgwick 
Debbie Donovan – Rudgwick 

5 years 
Heather Greenwood – District 
Michele Nunn – District 
Alice Medley 1st BBH     
Helen Tait - 1st BBH        
Angie Bell – 1st Cowfold 
Paul Fiddeman – 2nd Horsham 
Geoff Fitsall – 3rd Horsham  
George Fountain – 3rd Horsham 
Moira ODonnell – 4th Horsham 

Steven Nash – 4th Horsham 
Jonathan Fisher – 5th/10th 
Horsham 
Tamsin Jupp – 5th/10th Horsham 
James Lindfield – Roffey 
Catherine McCarthy – Slinfold  
Christopher Stern – Slinfold 
Paul McCarthy – Slinfold 
Adam Sandle – 2nd Southwater 
Carolyn Rogers – SLF 
Mark Rogers – SLF 
Joanne Wadley – SLF 
William Allen – SLF 
Martin Trundle – Phoenix ESU 
Catherine Lucy – 2nd Southwater  
Christopher Wardle – 2 Horsham 
Edward Stally – 1st Southwater 
Graham Maskell –  Roffey 
Jane Ingram-Marriott – Shipley 
Neil Ward-Dutton – Cowfold 
Sharon Taylor – BBH  
Tania Pearce – 2nd Horsham 

Wood Beads and Badge 
Adam Smith 1st Cowfold 
Kieran George 2nd Horsham 
Luke Hearnden – Europa ESU 
Tamsin Jupp – Europa EUS 
Christopher Sutton – Paladin ESU 
Coral Roche – 3rd Horsham  
David Stanley – Roffey 

Wood Badge 
Ellen Barker  1st Cowfold 
Oliver Smith – 2nd Horsham 
Coren Moore – 5th/10th Horsham 
Nigel Powling – 5th/10th 
Horsham 
Claire Reed – ADC Beavers 
Lizzie Moyse – Paladin ESU 
Kerinanne Botting – Slinfold  
Jo Sands – Slinfold 
Graham Clayton – SLF 
Steve Darby – District  
Richard Grover – DAC 

Roll of Honour 
2021  

TSA Roll of Honour 2021 (West 
Sussex on Page 64). 

Silver Wolf 
Julian Peters (Shipley & District 
Team) 

Silver Acorn        
David Hatton (District Team) 
Josephine Phillips (Shipley) 
Martin Dold (St Leonards Forest) 
Bob Phillips (Shipley) 
  
Award for Merit 
Nik Glover (Spitfire, Slinfold & 
District Team) 
  
Chief Scout’s Commendation 
for Good Service 
Nigel Powling (5th/10th 
Horsham) 
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Don’t forget GDPR, Safeguarding and safety courses 
are mandatory for all adult volunteers - this can all 
be completed on line.  First Aid training is also a 
mandatory requirement for all leaders - these are 
face to face courses and will resume when lockdown 
is over.   

Line Managers and Training Advisors – the 
County team have put together a resource to help 
support and promote learning opportunities and 
where to find them:   

https://reports.westsussexscouts.org.uk/learning 

You can filter by appointment type and see the 
relevant modules, together with links to more details 
and e-learning or workbooks. The County team will 
add face to face course details, when we have some 
running again.  

Trustee Training for All Exec Committee Members 
As every body will be aware compliance training has been high profile over the last couple of years but 
what is compliance training?  We are all very aware the safeguarding, ongoing safety and GDPR 
training are non-negotiable but it should also be remembered that trustee training should also be 
included. So who should be completing the trustee training module? The answer is of course 
everybody on an exec committee as they are ALL trustees. 

As a local training manager it isn’t always obvious who sits on various exec committees whether it be a 
group or district committee as those roles are not always added to compass. Secretaries, treasurers, 
chairmen and GSL’s are obvious and some groups have added people who don’t have a second role. 
The people who are on an exec committee as a second role are the people who are missing. We need 
to get those roles added to compass.    

For those people who haven’t completed the trustee training and need to can access it through the link 
Trustee Introduction | Scouts.  It’s a pretty short but really useful module.  If you aren’t sure if it 
applies to you then email LTM@horshamscouts.com 
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Useful Information 

Find out more about our district vacancies  
There are always new opportunities around our Groups and District. Check out the New role vacancies 
page on the District website to find out more about the roles currently available for you, a family 
member, friend or someone you know who might like to volunteer.  You can also share news of other 
vacancies in your Group/Section for us to update the page - contact Sal dc@horshamscouts.com 

Current roles include Cub Leaders at 2nd Southwater, Explorer Leaders, Youth Forum Leader and a 
variety of Group and District roles in shapes and forms to suit all skills, interests and availabilities with 
additional training always available.  

Volunteer role vacancies -  #GoodForYou  
The Scout Association are starting #GoodForYou – a new volunteer recruitment campaign theme for 
all of us to use – follow the link to find lots of helpful resources. It focusses on showing that 
volunteering at Scouts is good for your wellbeing, good for your family, and good for your community. 
District has a number of social media groups and pages to help aid communication between 
volunteers, parents and the general public. To see the full list of groups/pages and links to join them, 
check out our website here: https://www.horshamscouts.com/social-media  

Our newest Facebook group is for all adult volunteers in Horsham to share ideas, find support and see 
the latest communication from the district. We’re encouraging any active volunteer within Horsham 
District to join so please share the link with your teams and scouting friends. Join the group here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/872216433625569/  
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Young Leaders 
See the Young Leaders page on the website for everything you need to 
know: 
Section Leaders – how to flag you need a young leader (or two) 
Explorer Leaders – how to support your young people in become young 
leaders either short term for Platinum/Diamond and DoE Awards or 
longer term to complete the Young Leader Scheme. 

District Badge Shop 
After many years of service, Nigel Williams is stepping back from the bulk of badge duties.  With a 
number of easy to access online badge services available (Glasgow and Lancing are both popular 
options) we ask that all groups order their own badge requirements (many find using the OSM 
functionality helpful with this). 

Nigel will continue to be the contact for ordering district/county badges. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Nigel for all his years of service - an unsung hero - as many volunteers are. It was 
wonderful to be able to recognise his support with the Commissioners Commendation at our last AGM.

https://www.horshamscouts.com/young-leaders
https://www.horshamscouts.com/about-us/district-vacancies
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/872216433625569/
https://www.horshamscouts.com/young-leaders


Useful Information 
Please check out your Group and the district website and 

facebook page for virtual activities. 

Horsham Scouts District Executive 
For details of the District executive members 
and latest news please go to:  
https://www.horshamscouts.com/news.  

The next Annual General Meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday 24th June 2021.  Details of time 
and location to follow.  All welcome!

Group GSL Email

5th/10th Horsham    Drew Scarborough gsl5-10horsham@horshamscouts.com

Slinfold Kayla Glover gslslinfold@horshamscouts.com

Broadbridge Heath James Sedon Smith gsl1bbh@horshamscouts.com

1st Southwater Sea Scouts Jo Middleton gsl1southwater@horshamscouts.com

Shipley     Ade Marshall gsl1shipley@horshamscouts.com 

Cowfold     Ellen Barker  gsl1cowfold@horshamscouts.com

12th Horsham Jo and Richard Grover (acting) gsl12horsham@horshamscouts.com

4th Horsham     Bill Power gsl4horsham@horshamscouts.com

2nd Horsham     Oliver Smith gsl2horsham@horshamscouts.com

3rd Horsham     Alison Styles gsl3horsham@horshamscouts.com

6th Horsham     Dave Casey gsl6horsham@horshamscouts.com

Roffey Chris Sillett gsl1roffey@horshamscouts.com

2nd Southwater     Alistair Marsh gsl2southwater@horshamscouts.com

St Leonards Forest    Graham Clayton gsl1slf@horshamscouts.com

Rudgwick Rob Farrell gsl1rudgwick@horshamscouts.com
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Website 
Our District Website is a fantastic resource to 
find out what is happening in the district - it 
features how to join, events, latest news, 
contact details and a wealth of resources. 

If you have any uplifting news or pictures to 
share - just let us know!  Email to 
dc@horshamscouts.com 

They belong to Graham 
Whymark! 

The picture was taken in 1962 on 
Aberystwyth beach on a scout 
camp.   Graham is remaining 
tight lipped on his age!
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