
 

Beacon Hill Campsite Reopening Update  
Sadly, we are sorry to report, we are not able to open the campsite this 
month as we had planned. We do understand this is very disappointing to 
everyone, including the Campsite Team, but a number of problems have led 
us to this point. We are very conscious of ensuring that the campsite is safe 
to use and are doing everything we can to be able to reopen as soon as 
possible. 

To keep everyone in the picture, and in the spirit of 
transparency these are just a few of the issues we 
have encountered:   

•  The pandemic caused delays from the outset, 
creating difficulties in the supply chain for building 
materials. 

•  The building inspector insisted on remedial work to the drains and 
soakaways to bring them in-line with current regulations. Once this work 
was underway, we uncovered a number of areas where water leaks and 
other problems had occurred, which also created additional work to be 
completed in order for us to get sign off. 

•  After failing to arrive 3 times, the new toilet and shower block is now on 
site, however it has not been delivered according to the agreed specification. 
The supplier of the block is experiencing difficulties, so we are currently 
negotiating with them to get that work completed as quickly as possible. 
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Roll of 
Honour 

 
Congratulations 
to Bob Phillips 
from  Shipley for 
over 60 (SiXTY) 
years of amazing 
service to 
Scouting! 

An incredible 
achievement 
reflecting true 
dedication to 
supporting 
young people. 

Thank You! 

Hello Scouting Volunteers!  Here is the October edition 
of our newsletter - as we continue to navigate out way 
through this global pandemic, scouting continues both in 
a virtual and real world setting!  

The exec team are now quire proficient at holding Zoom 
meetings.  Both the AGM and our recent September Exec meeting was held 
virtually - a credit to all who have engaged and embraced the virtual 
technology.   

In this newsletter we have a further update on the campsite, a job swap for 
our ’Want to Join’ Coordinator and a new feature - Ramblings of a Scouting 
Volunteer - anecdotes and tales of daring do - to bring a smile and inspire!      

Autumn Newsletter 



• This has a knock-on effect on UK Power Network installing a new mains connection so that the 
electrical works can be completed. 

Despite these factors, we are pleased that the drainage has now been completed and we are in the 
process of repurposing the old cesspit for use as a grey water system to feed the toilets. We are 
delighted that we were able to secure grants of £5,500 to fund this system from Colgate Parish 
Council and Horsham District Council and are grateful for their support.  The result is a system that is 
fully compliant with the latest regulations and gives us future sustainability. 

We are incredibly grateful to ADK Group, our building contractor, who have accommodated the delays 
and issues and proactively found solutions so that we can complete the work to budget. The weather 
is now working against us in terms of completing the ramp to access the block, but we are making 
maximum use of every dry day.  

We will endeavour to reopen the campsite in line with National and County risk assessment guidelines 
as soon as possible. In order to avoid cancelling bookings in the second half of term, we have closed 
the booking system until January. We will of course reopen it earlier if at all possible. 

We are disappointed not to have been able to open in the current climate, but all members of the 
Campsite Committee, current and previous, have worked hard to give Horsham Scouts a facility that 
we will all be proud to use and we appreciate your support and understanding at this time. Safety of 
all users of the campsite is at the forefront of all of our decision making. 

Want To Join Coordinator Swap 
We are delighted that after taking on the Want To Join role, Alys 
Ransom has been inspired to take on a leadership role with 2nd 
Horsham Group.  The coordinator role is now being picked up by 
Sue Apps who has just taken a step back from many years of being a 
scout leader with Slinfold Group.  Thanks to both Alys and Sue who 
will, no doubt, continue to make a fantastic and positive contribution 
to enabling local scouting opportunities for as many young people as 
possible which is what we all volunteer for 😊    
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Campfire Tales 

Cathy Smith reflects on a few memorable 
moments in the District!   

Having been a Beaver Scout Leader with 5th/10th Horsham for 
many years, when I stepped down from that role I really missed the 
contact with the leaders and young people. I had already helped 
with District events for a while. For years I was on the team 
planning Colony Capers (a very successful event, loved by all the 
Beavers) and preparing and running a base on the day.  I also 
helped to cook for Cub Camps and was on the staff at a few WS 
International Sub Camps so when West and Weald amalgamated in 
2015, Jenny Scofield, who was Assistant District Commissioner for 
Beavers at the time, asked me if I would come onto the District 
Team. 

During my time in the role, I especially enjoyed by visits to the groups.  Standing out for me as I look 
back is the time I led a flower arranging evening for 2nd Southwater, only learning after I had said 
“yes” there would be 40 beavers that evening as the 2 colonies were joining.  The arrangements, I 
recall, were a gift for Mothering Sunday and as it happening to be Red Nose Day too I made sure we 
incorporated a cherry tomato to act as the red nose! 

The other two memorable visits happen to be visits to Cowfold Beavers. The first was to a sleep-over 
with the theme of ‘Harry Potter’ and I very soon found myself on a craft table making brooms ready 
for the quidditch match.  The second visit to Cowfold stands out for all the wrong reasons! It was on 
Pancake Day and the first batch of pancakes went very well, then I managed to set my frying pan on 
fire!! Still, it meant we practiced a fire drill and it made the evening very memorable for all 
concerned. 

I also enjoyed my time as a judge on the District Scout Cooking Contest. Those who knock this age 
group should see how well they work together as a team and the fantastic meals they produced with 
such little equipment.  One group even made a steamed pudding from scratch. 

I am still a member of Horsham Scout Support Unit, so no doubt will be involved with future District 
Events and I look forward to that. 
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Henry Lowis 
A life in scouting! 

  

I have been involved in scouting since I started beavers at the age 6 with 2nd Southwater and 
progressing all the way through to explorers with Orion ESU.  

When my time as young member was came to an end I 
decided to continue the journey as a leader, still with 2nd 
Southwater. During my time as a scout and a leader I have 
been on overseas scouting trips, completed the chief scout 
awards and my personal highlight receiving the Queen 
Scouts Award in 2016.  

On return from the University of Gloucestershire, I set up my 
own sports consultancy business delivering PE and clubs in 
schools, swimming lessons and holidays camps.  However, 
not wanting to give up on the scouting completely, I became 
the section leader for cubs at 2nd Southwater meeting on 
Thursday nights.    

As of April 2020, looking to give myself a new challenge in Scouting, I took up the role of 
assistant leader at Titans ESU and work along side Dave King in the role of Assistant District 
Explorer Commissioner. 

I support Dave in his role and the explorer units as a whole - with a special focus on transition 
into and after explorers, D of E and Queen Scout programmes.  I’ll also be looking at how 
groups can look at working together to maximise the opportunities to them.   

Most of the units are now back meeting weekly and some in the coming weeks are starting 
face to face sessions. A couple of our units took part in the Covid safe Downsman's hike over 
the weekend in very wet and windy conditions with Titans winning the explore category.  

A couple of the units will be starting D of E expeditions again and other groups following in 
the coming weeks.  I very much look forward to working with the explorer units and moving 
explorers forward within the district. 
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The Horsham Scouts District Executive 
For details of the District executive members and to see the latest minutes please go to: 
https://www.horshamscouts.com/news/article/autumn-2020-district-exec-team-meeting



Long Service Awards and Wood Beads 

With all of the disruption this year, much of the volunteering that goes on 
across the scout district is even more hidden than usual.  Huge amounts of 
training, planning and preparation have been happening, only for much of it 
to be replanned, adjusted again or put on hold as alert levels and 
requirements are updated.   

Individually and as teams we collectively volunteer tens of thousands of 
hours in a wide range of roles to enable young people (and ourselves) to 
have the opportunities to learn, develop and share #SkillsForLife.  
Although the National Scout Association had to furlough most of their staff, and therefore a backlog of 
Awards, I do have a number of Long Service Awards that I haven’t had the opportunity to share at 
Colony, Pack, Troop, Group and Unit activities.  I will do so when I can but in the meantime I wanted 
to share a bit of a role of honour for the certificates that I have in my care at the moment: 
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Roll of Honour

Wood Beads and certificates 

Gregory Charman  4th Horsham 
Ann Williams   6th Horsham 
Sarah Tildesley  12th Horsham 
Chris Apps   Slinfold 
Stacey Weldon   1st St Leonards  
    Forest 
David Cox    Orion ESU 
Henry Lowis    Titans ESU 
Paul Alexander  Local Training  
    Manager 
Dave Hatton   District Team 
Geoff Spooner   Local Training  
    Manager

Long Service Awards 

Bob Phillips  Shipley 60 (SiXTY) years! 
Amanda Polley 2nd Horsham   5 years 
Louise Wardle 2nd Horsham    5 years 
Mark Coward  3rd Horsham   5 years 
Stephen Whiten  3rd Horsham   5 years 
Mark Thomas  5th/10th Horsham  10 years 
Martin Brogan 6th Horsham   5 years 
Yolanda Imms 12th Horsham   5 years 
Andrew Barnes Roffey    10 years 
Chris Apps  Hurricanes ESU  10 years 
Claire Ticehurst 1st Southwater  5 years 
Paul Day  1st Southwater  5 years 
Gemma Dold  1st St Leonards Forest  10 years 
Andy Bray  Orion ESU   20 years 
Matthew Lillywhite Pegasus ESU   20 years 
Stephanie Francis District Beavers &   
   Horsham Scout Support 
   Unit    25 years



The Rover Community Award 
This is a new District award which will be presented annually to Groups 
excelling in providing community initiatives.   

The first recipients of the Rover award are the Rudgwick Covid Team.  
Peter Dawes, Vice President of British Scouting Overseas and Sal Dartnell, 
District Commissioner, presented the award at the Gallops.   

This was in recognition for the outstanding achievement of the 1,000 plus 
face visors manufactured and delivered to GP surgeries, hospitals, care 
homes etc etc and the additional 1,000 visors acquired and distributed to 
help those that desperately needed them at the time of the first lock 
down. 

The Rover Award will be presented every year to a district group/pack/
unit/colony/troop team for a community activity or project. 

RUDGWICK COVID TEAM RECEIVING THE 
ROVER AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

6

Website 
Our District Website is a fantastic resource to 
find out what is happening in the district - it 
features how to join, events, latest news, 
contact details and a wealth of resources. 

If you have any uplifting news or pictures to 
share - just let us know!  Email to 
dc@horshamscouts.com 

What’s Been happening?

mailto:dc@horshamscouts.com
mailto:dc@horshamscouts.com


 

Don’t forget GDPR, Safeguarding and safety courses are mandatory for all adult volunteers - this can all be 
completed on line.  First Aid training is also a mandatory requirement for all leaders - these are face to face 
courses and will resume when lockdown is over.   

Line Managers and Training Advisors – the County team have put together a resource to help support and 
promote learning opportunities and where 
to find them:   

https://reports.westsussexscouts.org.uk/
learning 

You can filter by appointment type and 
see the relevant modules, together with 
links to more details and e-learning or 
workbooks. The County team will add 
face to face course details, when we have 
some running again.  
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STOP PRESS:  District Badge Shop Orders - Xmas Shut Down!   
If you have any badge orders please could you get them into Nigel by 30 
November.  Nigel will start orders again in the new year. Please send your orders to 
badges@horshamscouts.com and he will get them to you as soon as possible.  Due to order 
requirements there maybe some delay.  

Leaders or have Explorers who 
would like to be Young Leaders? 
See the Young Leaders page on the website for everything you need 
to know: 
Section Leaders – how to flag you need a young leader (or two) 
Explorer Leaders – how to support your young people in become 
young leaders either short term for Platinum/Diamond and DoE 
Awards or longer term to complete the Young Leader Scheme. 

mailto:badges@horshamscouts.com
https://www.horshamscouts.com/young-leaders
https://www.horshamscouts.com/young-leaders
https://reports.westsussexscouts.org.uk/learning
https://reports.westsussexscouts.org.uk/learning
mailto:badges@horshamscouts.com


     Useful Information 

Just because we’re in lockdown doesn’t mean Scouting isn’t happening …. Please check out your Group and 
the district website and facebook page for virtual activities.  We’ll update about the resumption of F2F activities 
asap.    

Please note:  In light of the current Covid-19 lockdown and on-going Government advice regarding social 
distancing and mass meetings, the decision has been taken to continue with virtual meetings, thus ensuring the 
ongoing functioning of the organisation.  Virtual meetings will continue until it is possible to meet face to face. 

District Vacancies 
We have the following vacancies please contact Sal Dartnell for further information. 

• St George’s Day Committee Chair 
• GSL 12th Horsham 
• Appointments Panel 
• District Assistant Commissioner (Growth) 
• District Explorer Scout Administrator 

• District Advisor - LGBT 
• Waste Reduction & Recycling Team – 

Sustainability SASU 

Group GSL Email

Rudgwick Rob Farrell gsl1rudgwick@horshamscouts.com

Slinfold Kayla Glover gslslinfold@horshamscouts.com

Broadbridge Heath James Sedon Smith gsl1bbh@horshamscouts.com

1st Southwater Sea Scouts Jo Middleton gsl1southwater@horshamscouts.com

Shipley     Ade Marshall gsl1shipley@horshamscouts.com 

Cowfold     Ellen Barker  gsl1cowfold@horshamscouts.com

12th Horsham Jo and Richard Grover 
(acting) gsl12horsham@horshamscouts.com

4th Horsham     Bill Power gsl4horsham@horshamscouts.com

2nd Horsham     Oliver Smith gsl2horsham@horshamscouts.com

3rd Horsham     Alison Styles gsl3horsham@horshamscouts.com

6th Horsham     Dave Casey gsl6horsham@horshamscouts.com

Roffey Chris Sillett gsl1roffey@horshamscouts.com

2nd Southwater     Alistair Marsh gsl2southwater@horshamscouts.com

St Leonards Forest    Graham Clayton gsl1slf@horshamscouts.com

5th/10th Horsham    Beverley Bell gsl5-10horsham@horshamscouts.com
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